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means depriving them of a good part of their chance in an increasingly
competitive life.

If educational results are often meagre, it is largely due to economic
handicaps. For, nearly every fourth pupil of 14 to 17 years holds a
job while going to school, according to a Census report of June, 1951.
Nearly one-third of all boys and one-sixth of all girls cannot devote
their entire working time to school and homework. While 694,000
school children work on jobs less than 15 hours a week, 693,000 work
up to 34 hours a week, and over 150,000 work 35 hours or more, to
gain a living while they are supposed to learn and enjoy their youth.

The rate of job-holding school children in post-war years has been
almost six times as high as in 1940, the semi-depression year with its
low employment opportunities. But this does not indicate progress for
America's youth since very few indeed of these boys and girls are of
the legendary Horatio Alger type, strong and mature enough to do
well in school while already on a 'business career', thriving on over-
work in mind and body and grateful for their hard but glorious
'American opportunity'. Many suffer in health or education or both and
develop psychological imbalances from this enforced combination of

learning and earning.

*           *           #

Altogether, America is far from providing a healthy atmosphere for
the upbringing of millions of children. The financial and social problems
of their parents weigh heavily on them from infancy; and government
does less than in many a poorer country to help and protect them in
their formative years.

About one-quarter of the mothers even of the youngest children
have to work outside to help support the family; but there are relatively
fewer creches and kindergartens than in other modem nations. Even
in the prosperous year 1947, die families of over one million children
were dependent upon some form of public or charitable assistance;
yet it is generally agreed that such aid is not sufficient to give them a
fair chance of healthy development.

Post-war inflation has made the children's life more difficult, as
attested by the Family Sendee Association of America in its report
Family Troubles Grow As Living Costs Soar, based on surveys of
114 member agencies all over the country. *The severe difficulties of
making ends meet are contributing to the frequency of marital friction,
separation, divorce and the insecurity of children . . . [There is] a
gain in the number of mothers who no longer find it possible to afford
adequate care and supervision of their children while they are away